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1. INTRODUCTION

The Mines Service is the competent authority for the implementation of the Mines and
Quarries Law and Regulation and the Explosive Substances Law and Regulation.

2. MINING AND QUARRYING

The mining industry has been on the decline (practically non - existent) for the last four
decades. The only mining activity that existed until recently in the country was the mine of
Skouriotissa in Nicosia district, which resumed its operation in mid-1996 with the production
of copper metal cathodes (99.999%), applying the method of Extraction - Extraction with
Organic Solvent - Leaching - SX - EW. However, the copper reserves in the mine of
Skouriotissa have been exhausted and therefore the company is under consideration of
transferring part of the facilities of the hydrometallurgical treatment of copper ores to the
mine of Apliki.

In order to enable the continuation of the hydrometallurgical works at the Skouriotissa Mine,
a request was submitted to the Mines Service, for the use of the mining lease for the
processing of Laterite ore, which is imported from abroad. The method of extraction and
processing of this ore is similar to that of copper and therefore, part of the existing facilities
of the mine are being used, with some modifications. As part of the assessment of the
company's request, an Environmental Impact Assessment Study has been submitted and
approved by the Environmental Authority. The company's request has been approved and
the production of nickel sulfate has started in 2021. Based on the relevant terms that have
been set, the Laterite is processed in such a way that the ore, after its processing, is used

for the restoration of the Skouriotissa mine.

Concerning the prospecting of metals, a great interest was shown for copper and precious

metals, especially gold.



Moreover, there is extensive quarrying of rocks and industrial minerals in Cyprus. There are
about 109 quarries producing various materials. These quarries produce for local use
havara, sand and gravel, aggregates (from limestone and diabase) building stone,
limestone, clay, gypsum and for export building stone, gypsum, bentonite, umber and
ochre. There is also local production and exports of quick and hydrated lime, portland and
other types of cement and gypsum plasters. There is also great interest for the prospecting

of quarry materials and industrial minerals.

Annually Total Sales of Aggregates

SALES IN METRIC TONES
Millions

Figure 1: Annually Sales of Aggregates from 1997 - 2022

3. ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES - HEALTH AND SAFETY

The mining and quarrying operations have the obligation to submit every five years to the
Mines Service, renewed environmental study taking into consideration the new conditions
of the exploitation area. This was adopted in the national legislation according to the
Directive 2006/21/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 15 March 2006 on
the management of waste from extractive facilities. The operations have to be supervised

by a Mining Engineer.

A great share of Mines Service personnel time is spent for inspection of the working
conditions (safety and health) in mines and quarries and related installations. The effort is
to eliminate accidents and occupational diseases. The employees working in mining and

guarrying are examined every two years by the Pneumoconiosis Medical Board.



4. EXPLOSIVE SUBSTANCES AND HUNTING AMMUNITION

The Head of the Mines Service is also the Explosives Substances Inspector and has the
control of the import, storage, sale and use of the explosive substances and hunting

ammunition.

e s Imports and Exports and
Specific License . . . Transports
Intercommunity | Intercommunity | Manufacturing Storage Sales |Usage| .
Type in Cyprus
transfers transfers
Ammunitions 26 3 9 96 87
Pyrotechnic 24 - . 13 13 | 526
Articles 97
Explosives 30 - 2 12 6 36
Raw Materials 9

Table 1: Explosive Substances 2022

5. CYPRUS STANDARD SPECIFICATIONS FOR AGGREGATES

From 1/5/2004 the Ministry of Interior is the Competent Authority for checking the quality of
the produced aggregates.

6. ECONOMICS

The total exports in 2022 for metals, ores and industrial minerals amounted at €30.35

million and from exports of cement and its by-products at €55 million.

The total income of Mines Service in 2022 derived from rents, fees, royalties, etc, was
€3.087.251. The amount of €3.776.063 was granted to the Communities, affected from the

mines and quarries operation, in order to use it for the development of their own program.



Production and Exports of Quarrying Materials for 2018-2022 (metric tonnes)

a) Production

Quarrying Materials 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
Aggregates 7.978.133 | 8.422.664 | 7.905.100 | 9.401.246 | 9.445.246
Havara, sand and 159.500 166.255 135.883 150.357 171.896
gravel
Marl Limestone 2.426.635 | 2.408.061 | 2.937.236 | 2.501.927 | 2.682.226
Clay for Cement 592.215 584.815 713.721 607.968 648.040
Clay for bricks and tiles 129.180 149.106 136.779 144.666 146.143
Building Stones 1.500 13.803 17.609 25.920 43.607
Dimension Stone (¥ 15.050 58.384 28.868 6.335 18.195
Bentonite 100.700 83.113 92.645 81.655 86.582
Umber and Ocher 10.599 50.105 21.320 3.594 4.431
Marble 3.740 2.755 4.200 5.780 3.740
Lime hydrated 7.333 5.405 4.649 5.582 5.427
Gypsum crude 625.721 623.545 646.340 661.175 688.270
Gypsum calcined 4,384 4,525 4,793 4.252 4.105
Cement production 1.357.991 | 1.537.017 | 1.496.494 | 1.439.679 | 1.858.334
Cement Consumption 911.669 | 1.002.654 987.505 | 1.043.602 | 1.048.802
Bricks and Tiles 26.294 30.606 27.914 29.538 29.825
(thousand pcs)

(*) Produced dimension stone from quarries are included in aggregates production.
b) Exports (metric tonnes)

Quarrying Materials 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
Umber and Ocher 5.189 3.013 3.073 3.594 2.990
Bentonite 98.800 83.113 92.645 81.655 86.562
Gypsum 530.661 531.324 556.550 574.795 588.862
Lime 0 0 0 0 0
Building Stones 88 7 7 74 90
Other 0 0 0 0 0
Cement 476.562 534.363 539.339 384.117 714.929
Clinker 381.114 183.027 580.288 338.336 249.549

Exports of metals and precious metals for 2018-2022
Metals 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
Copper (metric tonnes) 908 703 0 0 0
Gold (kilos) 46.871 33.077 60.622 0 0
Silver (kilos) 180.497 97.271 486.082 0 0
Nickel* (metric tonnes) - - - 226,47 952,88

(*) The quantities of Pure Nickel correspond to the total of the export products of Ni (NiSO4(H20)s, MHP, Ni).




